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I shall dispatch this summer 400 Canadians, under the com-
mand of Chevalier de Longueuil, to Detroit, to proceed thence
to winter at the other posts nearest our enemies. Next spring
I shall send off five or six hundrd Canadians to form a junc-
tion with the former at the rendezvous to be designated by MF*
de Longueuil. I shall transmit to him, then, my orders which
I regulate according to his experience, and the accounts he will
send me during the winter. I could not be beforehand with my
orders, because our affairs will possibly change from one mo-
ment to another.

I shall not employ any Indians on this expedition, unless
they offer to follow the French, to aid them in looking up the
bones of their brethren.

Should Chevalier de Longueuil’s mission be as successful as
he and I dare hope, the Upper country will be free, and the
French able to trade there in all surety. The Indian nations
will return to their attachment to us, and then I shall have it
in my power to adopt measures to oblige the English to dis-
burse. But I must have the honor to observe to you, my Lord,
that however fortunate this expedition may be, and whatever
foresight T may have in closing the road on the English, their
avidity will lead them to surmount all risks, and the Indians
are capable, besides, of making by-roads to escape my vigilance.

My Lord, it would therefore be of infinite importance to
limit the possession of the English, and that the boundaries of
the two extremities of this Colony should be so firmly regulated
that the English could not find any pretext to trouble us in our
territory. I am persuaded that the capture of the four English
traders by M de Celoron, and the letter M* de la Jonquiére
had the honor to write you on the 16®™ of 7°¢" will not have
contributed a little to accelerate the labors of the Commission-
ers. The tranquility of this Colony depends on their decision.

I am with most profound respect, My Lord, Your most
humble and most obedient servant

LoNGUEUIL.
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